dictator of Prussia and the Gleichschahungs ordinance the
Reich had no need for Ministers other than to fulfil Hitler's
orders.
Owing to the pressure of leading industrial elements
standing near to the German Government, the boycott was
called off at the close of the first day. No blood was shed
on that day, but the humiliation of the Jew beggared
description. At last it was realized that he was an outcast
in the German State. The Third Reich had adopted the
anti-Semitism of the National Socialist Party, and the world
realized that Germany had become a National Socialist
State.
The adverse effect on foreign countries of the Jewish
boycott, rendered it urgently necessary for the German
Government to achieve some outstanding success in another
sphere which would offset the shock that it had suffered
to its reputation. Ever since Hitler had become Chancellor
he had been anxious to establish closer relations with
Mussolini, whom he greatly admired. The Pope had put
out feelers for an understanding with the Nazi rulers, for
he wished for some clarification of the position of Catholics
in Germany and he most urgently desired that Hitler and
Dollfuss, as the heads of the two German Catholic States,
should become friends.
Hitler felt that it was hardly proper for him to make the
approach to Mussolini and the difficulties with Catholicism
proved a solution to this delicate position. The Vice-
Chancellor should go to the Vatican to discuss the arrange-
ment of a new Concordat, while Goring should go with
him to contact Mussolini. The two men were eminently
suited to the joint mission. Von Papen was a Papal Cham-
berlain and consequently in good standing with the Vatican,
while Goring's existing personal relations with Mussolini
and the Italian Royal Family made him a suitable, if blunt,
envoy to the Duce.
For years, even before the Nazi Party came to power,
the Vatican had been openly hostile to National Socialism,
whose pamphleteers had suggested, among other things,
that Pope Pius XI was a Jew, whose proper name was
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